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I thank Ms. Fatoumata Ndiaye, Under-Secretary-General for the Office of Internal Oversight 

Services, Ms. Aruna Thanabalasingam, Director, Administrative Law Division, Office of Human 

Resources, and Mr. Abdallah Bachar Bong, Chair of the ACABQ, for producing their respective 

reports.    

My delegation welcomes the Secretary-General’s efforts to implement the zero tolerance policy 

for sexual exploitation and abuse (SEA). Despite the progress achieved, this scourge persists 

across the UN system. One incident of SEA is one too many, and we strongly condemn those 

who abuse their power, harming the people they have been sent to assist and protect. We urge all 

troop-and police-contributing countries, and countries of nationality for civilian personnel, to 

ensure perpetrators are held accountable.   

We are disappointed that the Fifth Committee has been unable to achieve a resolution on this 

important topic since 2017. My delegation is hopeful that we can achieve consensus this 

year; as there have been many developments that merit our consideration. These developments 

include progress toward a truly system-wide approach, and in this regard, we welcome the 



activities of the Special Coordinator and her work to bring all stakeholders together. The Fifth 

Committee should discuss how peacekeeping operations and special political missions can 

further leverage the presence and capabilities of UN agencies, funds, and programs: and vice-

versa. We were pleased to note the Secretary-General's report detailed improvements in this 

regard with respect to training, screening, investigations, and reporting of allegations.    

Further progress has also been achieved in ensuring a victim-centered approach, and we would 

like to express our appreciation to the Victims’ Rights Advocate and field-based advocates for 

their efforts on behalf of victims. We look forward to discussing the Victims’ Assistance 

Protocol, which we hope will address identified shortfalls in support to victims of SEA. This was 

the reason in 2017 that the Fifth Committee called upon the Secretary-General to analyze the 

UN's current assistance to SEA victims: to ensure that the failures identified by the CAR Panel 

never occur again. In this regard, we also look forward to hearing more about the mapping 

exercise undertaken by the Victims’ Rights Advocate.    

As we have often noted, SEA is not confined to peacekeeping. However, as the Fifth Committee, 

we are limited in our authority to the administrative aspects, such as conduct and discipline, of 

the Secretariat and UN field operations. We would like to thank the Conduct and Discipline 

Service, and their counterparts in the field, for their work combatting SEA in peacekeeping and 

special political missions. We must continue to support their work for the uniformed and civilian 

personnel under our authority, and urge all UN agencies, funds, and programs to do the same. We 

must also call upon the Secretary-General as the head of the Organization, to lead by example 

and encourage coordination among these various entities.    

Finally, my delegation would also like to express our deep appreciation for OIOS’s contributions 

to improving UN peacekeeping. As an independent oversight entity, OIOS provides its unique 

perspective to Member States and the Organization through its evaluations, audits, and 

investigations. As a result of these activities, Member States have greater insight 

into organizational culture, a deeper understanding of the types of misconduct cases which we 



must address, and the importance of establishing key performance indicators in high risk areas of 

fraud such as procurement. We thank OIOS for helping to improve our ability to make informed 

decisions about the management of the Organization.     

The United States is ready to engage constructively to reach consensus on a cross-

cutting resolution that supports the Secretary-General, and all relevant UN departments 

and entities, in enhancing performance and providing oversight of peacekeeping operations and 

protecting vulnerable populations from sexual exploitation and abuse. Thank you.  
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